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Public opinion in the European Union. 
Standard Eurobarometer 94 Winter 2020 - 2021

Source. Eurobarometer
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MANIFESTO FOR A EUROPEAN HEALTH UNION

Preamble

In 2020, an invisible virus swept through Europe, leaving hundreds 
of thousands dead and many others with severe disability. 
Economic activity has crashed, forcing governments to intervene 
in ways that would have been unimaginable.
https://europeanhealthunion.eu/

Explanatory Memorandum to the MANIFESTO FOR A EUROPEAN HEALTH UNION

What is the Explanatory Memorandum about?

The Explanatory Memorandum has been prepared in order to assist the reader of the Manifesto and contribute to 
informed debate on it. It does not form a part of the Manifesto.

It explains what the Manifesto is calling for and provides background information on the its development.

The paper is best be read alongside the Manifesto. It is not, and is not intended to be, a comprehensive description of 
the Manifesto.

Position paper “TREATY CHANGE FOR A EUROPEAN HEALTH UNION”

Position paper provides all legal arguments and concreate proposals to amend the Lisbon Treaty.

https://europeanhealthunion.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Treaty-Change-for-a-European-Health-Union.pdf
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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION
on proposals of the European Parliament for the amendment of the Treaties
(2022/2051(INL))
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European Treaties are very week on health
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In the report, five major reasons are identified to justify targeted treaty 
changes:
•More security and strategic autonomy regarding peace, energy, food, 
critical materials and digital transformation
•Stronger European drive to conduct the green transition and the digital 
transformation while tackling new social inequalities
•A larger scale investment capacity at the EU and national levels backed by 
sources of taxation
•A more attractive EU democracy in its representative and participatory 
components based on European citizenship
•Enlargement as a new geo-political imperative

First of all, there is the democratic imperative: the experience of the Conference on the Future of Europe 

and the „WeEuropeans“ consultation carried out in the run-up to the 2019 European elections have shown 

that European citizens have a powerful desire to contribute directly to the future of the European project. 

Europeans, who for centuries have been at the forefront of democratic innovation, must integrate this 

participatory dimension into their local, national and European institutions, otherwise there is a risk that 

democratic dissonance will increase.

The second imperative is the need to produce common goods that no Member State is capable of 

producing individually.

Study after study has shown that the citizens of the Union want a Europe that does more than just 

produce rules; they want a Europe that is capable of taking action not just on security and defence, but 

also on sustainable development, digital transformation, the fight against pandemics and, more 

generally, health and solidarity... all subjects that today go beyond the borders of the European Union. 

These are all issues that today go well beyond the national framework and call for massive European 

action that is not limited to regulation, but requires a capacity for implementation on the part of the 

European Union that is not currently part of the DNA of the European project. This enforcement capacity 

is not provided for in the Treaties. While the Commission was able, during the Covid crisis or the war in 

Ukraine, to help produce common goods such as vaccines for half a billion Europeans, this was an 

exception that was only made possible by the exceptional gravity of the situation and which required 

extremely complex and laborious institutional engineering and put great pressure on European and 

national administrations, which found themselves in permanent danger of overheating. 
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The third imperative is technological acceleration. The current technological revolution that will shape 

the coming century is based on both the platformisation of our economies and the rise of artificial 

intelligence. In both cases, the advantage goes to powers with a vast, standardised domestic market, a 

powerful army and defence industry, and a powerful, continental investment capacity. Today, democratic 

sovereignty and strategic autonomy depend essentially on the ability to have its own sovereign 

infrastructures, which in particular determine the ability to protect the data of our fellow citizens and our 

businesses. Today, only the United States, China and India are in this situation, not the European Union, 

due to the lack of a genuine technological market and insufficient investment in technological 

infrastructures, particularly in the cloud.

The final imperative is a geopolitical one, which justifies the need to enlarge the European Union to 

include European states that share our values and our commitment to the rule of law. At the Granada 

Summit in October, the Heads of State and Government made this explicit for the first time: "Enlargement 

is a geopolitical investment in peace, security and prosperity (...) At the same time, the Union must lay 

the foundations for the necessary internal reforms".
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What are benefits provided by a EHU to general public? 

The explicit stance for universal health coverage and EHU is needed for health but not 
limited by health matters:

• EU citizens  expect more than just deliverables related to contemporary two main 

pillars - single market or economic and monetary union. 

• Europeans are looking for the new stage of development of the EU. Based on 

humanist inheritance of Europe, on the values, on respect for human dignity

• it is time to include a new pillar – Digital, Health and Well-being Union.

Some of us would prefer slow development, but without being ambitious there is a risk 

to miss a window of opportunity for the European Union evolving beyond internal 

market, beyond a traditional paradigm which does not fit the realities of the 21st 

century

  

THANK YOU
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